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We’ve had a busy Summer out and about meeting people at Tynwald Day 

and the agricultural shows, and at various fairs. It’s been great to be able 

to chat to so many supporters and to hear how some of our rescue animals 

are getting on in their new homes. Here is Poppy, one of our ‘Super 

Staffies’, who came to say hello to Diane from Kennels at the Royal Show … 

We held ‘Super Staffie Week’ in June to celebrate this wonderful and much 

misunderstood breed. We always have a disproportionate number of 

Staffies in the Kennels because so many people think of them as difficult 

dogs, whereas most of them simply need owners who will take the time to 

socialise and train them. They are the most loyal and affectionate breed, 

and there is a saying ‘Once a Staffie owner, always a Staffie owner’ because 

of the bond they develop with the humans in their lives. 

Our rescue and boarding dogs all 

enjoy having a good run in the 

exercise fields and exploring our 

Nature Trail, which runs behind 

the Kennels. It’s a beautiful area, 

with lovely flora and fauna and 

plenty of smells for the dogs (and 

their walkers!) to enjoy. The Trail 

is home to a variety of birds and 

insects, and we’re doing our best 

to attract bees with bee boxes, a 

bee hive and bee-friendly plants. 

We are very excited about our new charity shop that is due to open in mid-September at 64 Parliament Street in 

Ramsey. We’re hoping it will be as successful as our Bucks Road shop in Douglas, selling quality clothes and small 

household items, and that our friends in the North will show their support. Alex, the shop’s manager, is actively 

recruiting volunteers and so if you have a few hours to spare please call her on 406613. 
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We have now launched our Pet Guardian Care Scheme which 

takes the worry out of pet ownership for people in later life. 

By registering your pet(s) into the Care Scheme you will have 

peace of mind that they will be looked after and placed into 

a new home by the ManxSPCA should they outlive you, or 

should you become incapacitated. A Pet Guardian may look 

after your pet(s) on a temporary basis while we find them a 

permanent home. If you are interested in the Care Scheme, 

or in becoming a Pet Guardian, please call us on 851672 or e-

mail juana@manxspca.com. 

The rehoming rates in our Cattery are excellent 

(with 58 felines leaving us in July alone) and we are 

very grateful to those who opt to give a new life to 

one of our cats. As with Staffies, the cats that tend 

to be with us the longest are the black ones. This is, 

perhaps, because some people have a superstitious 

view they are unlucky. Happily they all eventually 

find new homes, including Meg the little Manx cat 

on the left, and Fern on the right who, earlier in his 

life, had his ear ‘tipped’ to show that he is a 

neutered feral cat and who is now very friendly and 

thoroughly domesticated. 

 

Liquorice, a little black bunny 

who was beaten up by his 

brothers, was with us for a 

few months while his wounds 

healed. In that time he 

enjoyed going for walks 

around Ard Jerkyll on a 

harness and lead, and he 

became a firm favourite with 

our staff, volunteers and 

visitors. 

Our Small Animals Unit and Aviary are host to an 

amazing variety of creatures – hedgehogs, frogs, 

ferrets … even a stray snake came to us in August (it 

was eventually reunited with its owner). Whilst we 

manage to rehabilitate many of the younger birds, 

sadly adult ones tend to be very stressed and so 

their survival rates are lower. We were delighted to 

be able to release a heron back into the wild in 

recent weeks, along with several doves and a goose. 

We have a network of dedicated ‘wild bird rehabers’ 

who tend to take the smaller birds – let us know if 

you would like to join the network. 

We now have extra car parking space at Ard Jerkyll and so this 

makes it easier to use the PlayBarn for events such as the Dog of 

the Year Show and the Youth Swing Band Evening. These events are 

a great way for us to raise much needed income. Keep a look out 

for a Giant Jumble Sale in October, the annual craft fair in 

November, and for more Pug and Chihuahua parties. If you want to 

hire the PlayBarn for your own event just call us on 851672. 
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