
Newsletter - Spring 2016 

Welcome to our latest round-up of news and events, showing you some of the highlights  

     from the last few months. 

On Easter Monday we held a Fun Show for Rabbits and Guinea Pigs which turned 

out to be our most successful  event to-date in the PlayBarn. More than 400 people 

attended, and we raised over £1,400. We’re creating additional car parking space at 

Ard Jerkyll so that we can hold more events like this, and also hire out the PlayBarn 

to clubs and societies that need a large, centrally-located indoor space. Please let 

us know if you are interested in making a booking. 

We’ll be at the agricultural shows 

over the summer months, and at 

several fairs, and so please come 

and see us! 

We used the more intimate surroundings of the Tearooms to hold a Will Aware-

ness Evening in early April, in conjunction with local advocates Corlett Bolton 

and Co.  The evening gave attendees a general overview of will making, as well 

as the opportunity to ask questions about their own particular circumstances, 

and we plan to hold another similar event at the end of the year.  

We’re planning a Dog of the Year Show for 

later in the year, with a provisional date of 

4th September, so please ‘save the date’. 

The Kennels has rehomed more than 40 

dogs since the beginning of the year, 

including ones that stayed with us for 

several months like the beautiful steel-

grey Lurcher cross-breed, Sally, and the 

handsome Staffie, Buster. Who could  

resist those eyes! 

Buster 

Sally 

We are just about to launch a new service called the Pet 

Guardian Care Scheme, which will take the worry out of 

pet ownership for those in later life. By registering your 

pet(s) into the Care Scheme you will have peace of mind 

that they will be looked after and placed into a new 

home(s) by the ManxSPCA should they outlive you, or 

should you become incapacitated. A Pet Guardian may 

look after your pet(s) on a temporary basis while we find 

them a permanent home. If you are interested in the 

Care Scheme, or in becoming a Pet Guardian, please call 

us on 851672 or e-mail juana@manxspca.com. 

Pet Guardian Care Scheme 

 

www.manxspca.com Tel: 851672 



Dutch Dwarfs 

The Small Animals Unit is gearing up for its busiest period when lots of young animals will be brought into the Centre, 

with many of them needing almost round-the-clock feeding. Every room in the Unit will be full to capacity with an  

assortment of domestic and wild animals from ferrets and hedgehogs to hamsters and mice. The Aviary will also be 

full by the middle of the Summer, and so we are very reliant upon a team of volunteers to help us out with our      

feeding rota. If you can spare a few hours a week over the next few months, please let us know. 

And let’s not forget the rabbits. We sometimes have wild baby rabbits brought in and we have to be very careful with 

quarantining them because of the risk of disease. Our domestic rabbits thrive and receive a high level of veterinary 

care -  all of them are vaccinated, neutered and microchipped, and rehoming rates are excellent. We have had a huge 

variation in rabbit types, from the tiny siblings you can see on the left below, to the enormous ‘giant’ rabbit on the 

right which weighed almost 20lb.                                                
A Flemish Giant 

We have just started an educational project, funded by Barclays, which will enable the young people who visit us to 

gain more from their time with the animals. For some this will involve gaining AQA qualifications, which will assist 

them with future education, training and employment. All of the young people will benefit from the therapeutic and 

nurturing environment at Ard Jerkyll, and they will gain in self confidence and develop communication skills that will 

help them in all aspects of their lives.  

The Cattery has seen several kittens born in the last few weeks. Some are orphans and so the Cattery team take them 

home at night for their two/three hourly feeds … and so there are some tired eyes in the mornings! 

All our cats are special, but one very special resident has been Lola who 

is not only a Manx cat with no tail, but she also has just three legs after 

one needed to be amputated after an accident.  She has a wonderful 

character and she now has a loving new home.  

We are consistently surprised by supporters’ generosity, whether that 

be people volunteering their free time to help us, donating funds or 

buying practical equipment for our animals through the Amazon Wish 

List. Thank you! 

Lola 

Sian, surrounded by the 

enrichment toys bought 

through our Amazon Wish 

List. 

 


